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*When you look at your oeuvre do you have subjects and themes that are
constantly to be found in your work?
Main theme is often people and their behaviours. I try to create recognisable situations but also situations where you have to think deeper to relate to that specific situation.
Reappearing subject is love, love for another human being, love for little things
that make you happy, that makes you love life.
A reappearing object is a book in my paintings ‘Book of Life’ it refers to that
people live by rules made up by people. But there is no such thing as a book of
life, you just live your life in the best way you can and learn about life as you
go along and this cannot be captured in a book. Sometimes I use other object
which is meant to be symbolic, like a serpent that is a reappearing object at the
moment in my paintings. The serpent stands for creation, rebirth, renewal and
wisdom then again it also be a symbol of evil.
__________________________________
*The figures on your paintings mainly have dark covered faces. Do they
keep a secret or why do you use this pictorial intervention?
Actually it has multiple reasons one of them is; it doesn’t matter how you look,
it’s about the person behind it. I just want the viewer to go deeper into their feelings than just a surface. The black works really well because it gives you a feeling that something is going on and you need to figure out what that is and
maybe recognize some feelings similar due to the painting. An other reason is
that everybody has some kind of mask on to protect themselves for being hurt
or something, people often don’t show their true colours right away, for example nowadays people ventilate a lot through social media, and you have to make
an effort to really get to know each other. Also I love it when people get a little
bit thrown into the deep and experience different emotions and thoughts, and
these thoughts are for them selves, I’m not to judge about that.

*Is the portrait your prefered motive ?
Yes it is, I have tried different things but I keep coming back to making portraits. It’s because my subjects are human and their behaviours.
And I always want to give a message, clear or not clear and the best way for to
communicate this (I believe) is by making strong portraits.
_______________________________________
*As a dutch painter do you feel close to a historically based painting tradition ? Also because some of your figures wear white collars like the ones
you can see on paintings of the 17. Century.
Historical paintings are a big inspiration for me. The 17th century because of
the movement in the paintings and the use of symbolism and light. People were
so experimental and exploring in that period of time, we can learn so much
about it by looking at these paintings. I really love to refer to that time by using
objects like the white collars. But most of all I love the paintings in earlier times
like the 15th century and before. I’m a big fan of the static movement in the
paintings, faces are not flat but have a flat image so you have to do your best to
see what the expression is, love it. And off course also the symbolism and relation to religion. I’m not a religious person but I find believes fascinating, especially what is interesting that people rely on faith no matter what.
I can only have respect for that.
______________________________________
*Which role do words and comic- esque elements play in your paintings?
Most importantly, it reinforces my message. The words always come up during
the making of the artwork. During making it becomes a state of mind and I
don’t really know at the beginning of the painting what message I want to share, it’s also a process and words just come along.
The comic-esque elements I use, reinforces the static movement in my work.
I like to play with time (historical and modern) and comic makes it’s more modern so old times melt together with modern times.
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