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*When you look at your oeuvre do you have subjects and themes that are 
constantly to be found in your paintings? 

My upbringing in Puerto Rico, household environments, folkloric visions of Puerto 
Rico and the Caribbean in general and displacement are constant subjects in my 
work. 
________________________________ 

Tell us something about the "Bitter Sweet Velorio"- series we see here in the 
show. The paperworks all seem to have a certain transparency. 

Bitter Sweet Velorio is an homage to my father Juan Antonio (Tato) Negroni. My 
father was a very romantic guy. He would cry by watching tv shows of families being 
reunited. He loved very romantic music and he was always reminiscing about the 
past. He was brutally honest and often rude to others. At the same time he was very 
easy to read through his eyes. He was almost transparent. 
He was a very simple guy who liked his simple life. All that mattered to him was my 
Mom and his children. And everyone knew that. He never pursued a luxurious life. 
He was happy having us close. I guess that it was important for him to feel he could 
protect us. The same way we relate to plants. They take care of us and we care for 
them. If one part fails, the other will fail too.  
Transparencies in my work also refer to Puerto Rico's humid weather and nature's 
capacity of regenerating itself. Puerto Rico has been roughly beaten by natural 
disasters and equally assaulted by colonization and the politicians in charge of the 
Island. Transparency alludes to fragility, change and strength.  
________________________________ 

  
What is your definition of beauty reflected in your art? 

Beauty in my work is all the elements coming together harmoniously.  



*Nature and landscapes are a great reference in your work ! 

Identity was never an issue while I was living and working in Puerto Rico. But being 
here in the USA and meditating about who I am I realized that all my memories are 
taken over by Puerto Rico's landscape. The Island is only 9100 km². It is very diverse 
in ecosystems. The further you will be from the ocean is about 90 minutes driving. 
We also have an amazing rainforest on one side of the Island while on the 
opposite side there is a desert. Also the domestic garden has been super important in 
my work.  
My Dad used to have fruit and vegetable plants in our small backyard. He was always 
very proud of his backyard and the fact that they could feed us from it. After a year 
living in Dallas, my father passed away. Going back home and realizing that the 
garden had lost its keeper, made me realize how important plants were in my 
upbringing. So I guess these pieces are part of a larger homage to my father and 
Puerto Rico.  
_______________________________ 

You're working as well with contrast, in meaning and material. You create 
installations, three dimensional objects, paintings and assemblages. In all of 
these expressions how important is color for you ?  

I think that color alludes to other things that I am interested in like music.  
My use of color can refer to a "conga" solo. It is a way of activating my as well as the 
viewer's senses.  
_______________________________ 

Individual and collective memory is important in your work ! 

I am the third of four siblings. I had a beautiful childhood. We come from a 
household full of love.  
The part of my practice which deals with collective memory approaches the subject 
from a not so happy or optimistic perspective. Some of my work deals with the 
Atlantic Slave Trade and its repercussions in Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and the of 
Latin America.   
_______________________________
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